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March 23, 1998

98-102
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

ABEBE NAMED PROVOSTNICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AT EIU
CHARLESTON -- Teshome Abebe of Big Rapids, Mich., has been named the new
provost and vice president for academic affairs at Eastern Illinois University.
He will begin the position July 1, 1998, replacing retiring incumbent Terry Weidner.
"I'm honored and privileged to have been named as the provost and vice president
of academic affairs at Eastern. It is with the highest degree of humility and anticipation that
I accept this responsibility-- the responsibility of service to the faculty, the students, the
university community, the president and the board," Abebe said Monday.
"I wish to thank the university community for their expressed confidence in me, and
look forward to working with colleagues and others to realize the vision that awaits EIU."
"I'm delighted Dr. Abebe will be coming to Eastern," said Eastern President David
L. Jorns in announcing Abebe's appointment. "I'm sure he'll provide the leadership we
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need in this position."

Abebe, former provost and vice president for academic affairs at Ferris State
University, was instrumental in successfully correcting a projected $12 million deficit there
caused primarily by declining enrollment and flat state funding.
His goals as he began his tenure at Ferris were to "build trust, strengthen the
university and its academic programs, and enhance the sense of participation and overall
well-being of the faculty and staff." As a result, he said, "and with the help of many, I was
able to provide the leadership to move the institution from stagnation and distrust to
stability, and finally to growth. "
Under Abebe's leadership, Ferris gained several off-campus centers and the
creation of the Center for Teaching, Learning and Faculty Development in an effort to
revitalize and enhance the faculty's desire for renewal and development. Technology was
made a top priority, with more than $2 million invested towards that purpose during the
past two years.
Abebe also implemented a Fast-Track program with area high schools to enable
their students to take college courses on Ferris' campus, and initiated a University
Marketing Plan to improve enrollment. He helped focus the university's attention toward
strategic planning, and assisted in the acquisition of new funding from the state to support
wide area networking, a campus calendaring system, student telecounseling software, and
classroom instructional technology.
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Abebe, who received his doctorate in economics from Northern Illinois University
and his master's and bachelor's in economics from Illinois State University, also served as
both associate provost and vice president for academic and student affairs and dean of the
business school at the University of Southern Colorado.
He has remained active in the classroom over the years, having most recently
assumed a faculty position at Ferris University. He has also taught at USC, Eastern New
Mexico University, NIU and College of Dupage.
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